












































Rail Access

Railroad access is a critical enabler of maritime 
industrial development and the Inner Harbor 
is very well positioned to capitalize on the New 
Orleans gateway. The Port of New Orleans' 2018 

landmark acquisition of the New Orleans Public 
Belt (NOPB) railroad strengthened connections 
with six Class I railroads (Figure 2.2), more than 
other comparable southern cities such as Miami, 
Houston, Gulfport, or Charleston. These railroads 
serve all of North America with a network of over 
130,000 miles, increasing foreign and domestic 
market access for the Inner Harbor District. Of the 
Inner Harbor properties, all but those on the very 
north of France Road by the lake are rail accessible. 

NOPB operates three Railyards in the Inner 
Harbor: 

• France Yard

• Claiborne Yard

• Bulk South Yard

"The Port of New Orleans offers some very 

unique capabilities that arenʼt available at 
all ports. With complete network access to 
the six Class I rail connections and flexible 

road weight limitations, itʼs a great place 
for us to provide bulk liquid logistic service 
solutions maximizing economies of scale 
via modalities such as Flexitanks & ISO 

tanks for our valued clients." — Mike Ng, 
President, Braid Logistics North America 

FIGURE 2.2 RAIL ACCESS SUMMARY 

Additionally, Pauline Yard is located about one mile 
south along the Mississippi River and is sometimes 
used to support NOPB operations in the Inner Harbor. 

The railcar capacity of France Yard, Claiborne Yard, 
Bulk South Yard, and Pauline Yard represents 41 % of 
the total capacity of NOPB Yards and siding tracks. It is 
used for two purposes: 1 )to support the transportation 
of railcars to and from Inner Harbor industrial lease 
sites, and 2) to support NOPB storage customers, 
some of whom are Inner Harbor occupants and some 
of whom are third-party storage customers generally 
located within the metro New Orleans area. 

. . . National NOPB 
Railway Abbrev1at1on 

Track Miles 
Markets Served 

Interchanges 

BNSF Railway BNSF 32,000 Western U.S. and 2 Canadian provinces Daily 

Union Pacific 

Railroad 
UP 32,000 Western and Rocky Mtns of U.S. and Mexico Daily 

Canadian National 

Railway 
CN 19,000 Midwest and all of Canada Twice Daily 

Kansas City Southern 

Railway 
KCS 6,000 Southeast, Midwest, and Mexico Daily 

CSX Transportation CSX 22,000 Northeast, Southeast, and Midwest Daily 

Norfolk Southern 

Railway 
NS 21,000 Northeast, Southeast, and Midwest Daily 
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Goals· 

• Retain existing tenants and find prospects for available properties.

• Rehabilitate/rebuild Florida Avenue Wharf at Catalyst Site 1.

• Consider development of transit service linking to RTA routes 5, 84, and/or 88.

• Utilize the results of the planned site investigations to facilitate clean-up and redevelopment of

vacant property (Catalyst Sites 1 A and 1 B).

Ideal Future Land Uses: Light industrial, 

aggregate yards, packaging and processing, 

waterfront minimal access, and possibly maritime

related retail. 

Unique Features: High level of rail access with 

many spurs; direct water access though the 

wharfs need improvements; space available for 

new development. 

Site & Environmental Conditions: Like the other 

areas that have been in industrial use, there are 

Transitional Port Uses Subarea 

some known issues for these sites. The issues 

are not atypical and can be addressed through 

conventional methods. Much of the subarea is 

unpaved on the sites, with some historical uses 

that recorded spills and USTs in records that 

may warrant further investigation. The Port is 

coordinating with DEQ and RPC to assess any 

environmental risks and to remediate as needed. 

Public Access: Limited, except for employees and 

visitors to the businesses. 
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GOAL 2: FOSTER NEW OPPORTUNITIES IN 

TARGETED SECTORS 

Develop Targeted Marketing 

Develop a targeted list of potential port tenants 

and users based on the identified campus 

users, infrastructure, and market demands. This 

targeted list can be shared with both industrial 

real estate brokers and development companies, 

in conjunction with the PIER Plan vision. By 

continuing to foster and develop relationships 

with these partners, it will assist in the 

identification of potential third party investment 

in the Inner Harbor. Additionally, simplification 

of the Port's leasing process can be achieved by 

the development of a comprehensive real estate 

leasing policy, which simplifies and outlines the 

unique requirements for leasing Port property. 

A comprehensive real estate policy would focus 

on the applicability of the Port Master Plan, this 

PIER Plan Vision, as well as define the guidelines 

and processes by which the Port will enter into 

agreements with developers and tenants. 

Support the Revival of the New Orleans Regional Business Park 

The New Orleans Regional Business Park 

(NORBP) was created as an Industrial District. 

Through its board of commissioners, it can 

acquire, construct, improve and maintain 

projects, and can provide additional municipal 

services to businesses that choose to locate in 

New Orleans. Currently the NORBP does not 

have any tax revenues, and reinstallation of 

a millage will require a citizen vote. The Port 

supports the City's efforts to revive this district 

towards a shared goal of attracting new business 

development and advanced manufacturing to 

New Orleans East. 

FIGURE 5.2 NEW ORLEANS REGIONAL BUSINESS PARK HOSTS COMPANIES ACROSS MULTIPLE SECTORS 
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Foster Opportunities for Emerging Place-Based Innovation Hubs 

Innovation is part of the Port's vision for the Inner Harbor - but what does that mean? For 

starters, staying attuned and responsive to opportunities to cluster existing companies or 

start-up organizations with those in synergistic industries utilizing innovative technological 

approaches. According to recent studies, targeted hubs of innovation can amplify economic 

activity and generate higher densities of job 

opportunities in a well-designed and intentional 

fashion. Connecting with the New Orleans 

Regional Business Park and larger anchor 

industries such as NASA, the Port can help 

identify potential opportunities and potentially 

engage Inner Harbor properties as feeder or 

satellite locations to a larger area. 

FIGURE 5.3 THE DETROIT INNOVATION DISTRICT: TRANSFORMED 4.4 SQUARE MILES INTO A VIBRANT 

PLACE THAT STIMULATES AND EXPANDS THE INNOVATION ECONOMY 

Source: http:llinterface-studio.comlprojectsldetroit-innovation-district 
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Green Infrastructure 

Green infrastructure can help alleviate short

term runoff impacts from heavy rain events 

that temporarily interrupt operations. For the 

purposes of improving drainage and aesthetics, 

green infrastructure presents an opportunity for 

design improvement in the Inner Harbor District. 

With sustainability as a prime consideration in 

the PIER Plan and Port NOLA Operations, using 

ecosystem functions to manage stormwater as 

feasible in the Inner Harbor District is a priority. 

In addition to improved water quality and a more 

natural appearance, properly designed green 

infrastructure can also significantly help with the 

intense precipitation events which frequently 

occur. Although a large majority of Port Inner 

Harbor District properties are in the floodplain and 

on the unprotected side of flood control structures, 

there is still ample opportunity to provide 

valuable benefits through green infrastructure 

implementation. 

Vegetation plays a major role in green 

infrastructure strategies. Trees should be selected 

for environmental benefits as they provide shade, 

clean the air, cool the city, reduce runoff, and 

also provide food and habitat for wildlife. Trees 

should be selected 

for their aesthetic 

considerations of 

shape and size and 

seasonal interest of 

foliage and flowering. 

The Port's internal list 

recommends species 

derived from and 

consistent with the 

City of New Orleans, 

Park and Parkways 

Green infrastructure 

is the use of nature 

based elements to 

manage the quantity 

and quality of water 

in a defined area. 

Department publication Street Tree Planting 

Guide, with an emphasis on native species. 

Example rain gardens at the Girard Avenue Interchange 
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Landmark Entryway Features 

Installing landmark entryway features in the Port's 

Inner Harbor will create visual demarcations of 

space and reflect the overall design, branding, and 

character of the Port. To assist with wayfinding, 

features should be installed at key portals of 

ingress and egress within the Port's Inner Harbor. 

Common design features of successful entryways 

include vertical architectural monumentation as 

well as hardscape and landscape elements that 

create visual interest such as examples below. 

For best effect, entryway features should create 

a statement that is proportional in scale to the 

street and setting while remaining consistent 

with the Port's design standards and aesthetic. 

Incorporating features such as plantings, 

pavers, auxiliary structures, monuments, or art is 

encouraged. 

Examples of industrial landmark entryway features 
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Circulation and Parking 

On-site circulation, ingress, and egress should 

minimize conflicts among various travel modes; 

demarcate areas for pedestrians, cyclists, workers, 

cars, freight haulers, and service vehicles; and 

be a guide for the overall configuration and 

appearance of parking areas. 

Entrances and exits to and from parking and 

loading facilities should be clearly marked with 

appropriate directional signage, where multiple 

access points are provided. Parking should be 

strategically located away from pedestrian traffic 

routes, when possible. 

Design parking and work areas with pathways 

that separate pedestrians from vehicles. 

Use paintand signageto indicate desired pathways 

for different users. Roadway improvement 

projects should include accommodation for 

pedestrians and cyclists. Multi-use off-street 

pathways can be used to accommodate non

motorists, or sidewalks with bike lanes striped 

along roadway shoulders can be included in 

future improvement projects. 

Site and Property Lighting 

Lighting should be used to provide illumination  

for security and safety of parking, loading, 

and service access areas. Lighting should be 

designed and placed to direct lighting to 

appropriate surfaces and to minimize glare 

into adjacent areas. 

Lighting should be shielded (with full cut off 

designs) and directed downward to keep light 

spread within the project's property boundaries. 

Where feasible, the light bulb of an exterior light 

fixture should not be visible from off-site, an 

adjoining lot, or a public right of way. 

Exterior building lighting should be used 

for safety and to reinforce the architectural 

design, including lighting building entries, 

landscape elements, and major architectural 

features. 

A common light fixture style should be used 

for all streets and should be designed and 

spaced to provide adequate illumination for 

public safety. 

Lighting fixtures can also be used as a 

placemaking tool with the addition of branded 

banners. 

Example property lighting 
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